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Commenting on Sun Press statement that The Cleveland Museum of Art*s participation 
in the Rembrandt auction as tinder-bidder to The Metropolitan Museum of Art established 
the Cleveland museum as an internationally important one. President Harold T. Clark 
and Director Sherman E* Lee said* "We would prefer to think that this Museum* s 
greatness is not established by a single dramatic event involving a large sum of 
money, but that our undoubtedly important position is due to a long development 
involving numerous activities and various people, all contributing to the cumulative 
effect which is The Cleveland Museum of Art* Beginning with the great medieval 
acquisitions of Wi l liam H. Milli k an in the late twenties, the Museum has always had 
a fine international reputation for the breadth and quality of its collections* It 
has, since the days of Frederic Allen Whiting, its first Director, been one of the 
very few leaders in art museum education in America j and as everyone knows, America 
has led the world in this important aspect of art museum activity* A museum* s 
worth must be measured at local, national and international levels* W« are 
extremely regretful that we were unsuccessful in our efforts to acquire the great 
Rembrandt, "Aristotle Contemplating the Bust of Homer," but we knew that me 
acquisition does not make a museum* Our hope is to continue and improve the quality 
of our contributions as an art museum* The key words are "quality" and "art," for 
these are the unique things that we can offer to the people of Greater Cleveland and 
to others, 1 * 


